In our last lecture we decided that this spherical, gelatinous, microscopically minute mass, called germinal matter by Beale; nuclear matter by Chambers; protoplasm by Huxley, and a nucleus by older writers, was in fact the active "working agent in the production of all tissues of the body, and assumed the position accorded the cell by Yirchow.
Its powers
were three in number, viz: Assimilation, Propagation and Development; by the 1st power, or Assimilation, nutrient fluids were changed into living substance ; i. e. vitalized and incorporated with the germinal matter; by the 2nd power, this germinal matter could increase in quantity by sub-division To be continued.
